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A LESSER KNOWN ARMEMAN
DEPORTATION: THE EXODUS AND RESETLEMENT
OF THE SHADAKH, SALMASD, AND URMIA ARMENIANS AND
ASSYRIANS IN BAAQUBA,IRAQ, 1918

GARABET K MOUMDJIAN

Keywords - Deportation, memoir, Armenian volunteer units, repatriation, R+
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A-INTRODUCTION

Of the myriad memoires pertiming to the Armenian Genocide it is -
deed <circuitous to find one that doesn
huge calamity that befell the Armeni al
memoir, Dikrisi Apin (On the Banks of the Tigri§) stand out as oa of the few
optimistic accounts about the subject. This might be due to the fact that Levon
Shahoian did not live within Western Armenia and he and his family were
relatively spared the ordeal in the Salmasd region of Persia. Or were they?

As many of youmay start to speculate about how events came to be that
Salmasd Armenians had to partially endure the same faith as their brethren
from Shadakh (south of Van) and its environs, it becomes necessary to give the
background history of the events.

Sinceitist he hi storiands task is toesolve
came an objective of mine to look into the history of the era to find answers to

1Shahoianbés book was published in Beirut, 1968.
my translationo f Levon Shahoianbés book from Amam@mi an il
the Banks of the TigrisTrans. By Garabet K Moumdjian, London: Gomidas Institute, 2012). |

noticed that there were historical gaps in the narrative(s) that needed to be addres$ad pro-

cess was in itself rewarding, because the outcome was a historical narrative regarding an Armen

an deportation that had thus far eluded historians.

2The first three stories in Shahoianbés account
story jumps into Camp life in Baaguba, modern day Irag. This creates a gap that skews the flow of

the timeline in his collection of short stories.



the question at hand. This turned out to be an arduous task, since the ditae
about the area and thera in question is almost nonexistent. One of the few
sources that | was able to secure through the help of some Armenians whase a
cestors had originated from Shadakh is a memoir written byelk[set] Azizian,.
Melikset was a native of the Armshad Arméan village of the Shadaktdistrict2
(currently ¢ a t) solth of Van Another important memoir pertaining to the era
under discussion is that of Kegham Vartanidrnwho was a resident of the Sh
shants Armenian village of the Shadakh area. | also received sonportant ad-
vice from Mrs. Seta Hovannesian, a native of Baghdad, who recently submitted
an MA thesis at Yerevan State University in Armenia regtmg the history of the
Armenian community of Irag# It is from these meager sources that | was able to
weavethe background history for Levon Shalan 6 s b oo k.

B-THE ARMENIANS OF SHM®AKH LEAVE IN 1915 AND RETURN
HOME IN 1917

The story begins with the first selfdefense act of the Armenians of Van
in April-May 1915. Organized by the legendary Armenian hero Aram
Manougian, this hard to achieve resistance was built around the premise that if
the Armenians were able to stand their position until the advancing Russian
armies, and the Armenian volunteer units arrived, they would be saved from
certain annihilation.

L Melik[set] Azizian, Hushabadum( Me moi r s ) , (Gl endal e: Al o Print
oires are perhaps th sole source that | could secure regarding this little known episode about the

second deportation of Armenians of Van. As such, it begs to be translated into English toche a

cesgble to a larger readership.

2 The District of Shadakh included the villagesf Armshad, Dagh, Pols, Arikom, Krments, Kh

mar, Serget, Gajet, Hinents, Jnug, Vank, Shushants, etc.

3 Kegham Vartanian Azkayin Domar: Vasburaganen Minchev IrafNational Registry: From Va-

buragan [Van] to Iraq), (Los Angeles: Publisher and year pubéshunknown).

“This is what Ohannesian writes r egamatonhhgvet he so
gathered are mainly derived from oral accounts by some of the deportees anecedly Armenian

fighters who participated in the skirmishes. The ost important source is the document boxeg-b

longing to Levon Shaghoian (AKA Levon Pasha [not to be confused with Levon Shahoian who was
mentioned earlier as the author of On the Banks of the Tigris]. Levon Shaghoian assumed tte lea

ership of the Armenianforces in Van during the second deportation of 1918 and was able to secure

the safety of the deportees with some 800 Armenia soldiers, all remnants of the Armeniannteler

units, who had settled back in Van in 1917. Shaghoian was later to become theeleafithe Arme-

nian deportees at the refugee camps in Iraq (Baaquba and Nahr El Omar).
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As the ensuing events show, Armenians withstood numerous advances by
the Turkish army. The arrival of the Russian armies and the Armenian Viotaer
units under the command of General Antranig (Toros Ozanian) saved the day.

The situation, however, was notad last, since the Russian Armies had to
withdrew. This necessitated the exodus of some 200,000 Armenians into the
relative safety of Yeevan province. This first exodus was marred with several
skirmishes with the remnants of the Turkish army, which had areng hold of
the Pergri Gorge (currently Muradiye). In all, some 50,000 Armenian deportees
lost their lives at Pergri, while the rest reached Eastern Armenia.

It is of interest to note that during this first deportation about 15,000rA
menians from Shadak di dnodt take the Pergri rout
into Persia, where they settled in the Salmasd district for the next two years
(19151917). Melik Azizian and Kegham Vartanian and their families were
among the latter. They settled first in Aghpagan Armenian village near the
Monastery of St. Partoghomyos (Barthmmew). It was here, on Persian soil,
that the Prelate of the Armenians of northern Rsia, Archbishop Nerses Meik
Tangian, came to see to the needs of his flock. He directed the effortéetml
and to tend to the medical needs of the deportees from his office at the Mona
tery of St. Barthdomew. The reader will encounter Archbishop MelikTankian
in one of Levon Shahoi an6s short storie

After the successful second Russianaibive in late 1916, many Armen
ans from Van and its environs returned home in 1917. Most of the villages of
the districts of Van had been burned to the ground. The repatriating Armenians
restarted their lives in the City of Van and the nearby village ofrdamed? The
repatriation didnét endure and thte saf e
ed several months later, since:

The dual Russian revolutions and the onset of the Russian Civil War in
1917 were accompanied by the collapse of thesRian armies on the Caucasian
front. As the Russian divisions abandoned their positions in the occupiedt-eas
ern Ottoman provinces the horrifying specter loomed for the Armenians of
having to flee from these territories once again and having to face a Turkish
[Ottoman] offensive that would also threaten the very existence of the Eastern
Ar meni an popul ationé By Ear/l y rmfepani | [ 1

L Shahoian,On the Banks See short story (3) titled: iOQur E
Prelate). o
2 Ardamed was an Armenian village in the vicinity of Van itsél It was famous for its Apple crops.
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areas occupied by the Russiansrag the war had been retaken by the Turkish
army?

The rest of the history ofthis second deportation of the Armenians of
Van is one that has not been properly treated within the annals of the History
of the Armenian Gerocide. Thus, it merits telling if only for the sole reason to
remedy the record.

Azizian had finished writing hismemoirs in 1979. It is from this source
that we pick the rest of the story. As the Russian armies timidly withdrew from
the front, the Armenians were once again left to their own fate in terms oéd
fending themselves against an advancing Turkish army. Fhinequal fight re-
cessitated that the remnants of the Armenian volunteer unit oversee the dual
task of first fighting against the Ottomans, while at the same time to take care
of the deportation of the Armenians to a safe place. Once again, the road to
sakty was cut by Ottoman regiments who had taken control of the strategic
Pergri Gorge? the only route through which destitute Armenians had to pass. It
was in this paademonium that Azizian writes:

It was in March of 1918 that all of us soldiers carried anich ammuri-
tion and rationsfrom our warehouse in Vosdan and burned the rest. We walked
toward Van. When we reached Ardamed we found it deserted. The people had
already left. We tracked their route and reached thellage of Janig that night
where we werejoined with our people. There were some 15,000 to 20,6p8o-

1Richard G. Hovannisianfi The Contest-1980, &ar s, RlLehdr 4r- G. Ho v
menian Kars and Ani(Mazda Publishers: Costa Mesa, California, 2011), -275. The Rasian

withdrawal was rooted in the Traty of Brest Litovsk of 1917, according to which Lenin ceded

back to the Ottoman Empire all territories that were conquered by the Russian armies through

the Berlin Treaty of 1878 (Batum[i], Kars and Ardahan). This was to be altered in dbetr of

1918, when a defeated Ottoman Empire signed the Mudros Armistice with the Allied\pers.

2 There is an inconsistency regarding the Pergri Gorge being taken by the ottormanya See below

3 See AppendixBritish document No. 36170., Office of Civil CommissioneBaghdad, # Decen-

ber 1919, from British Lieut. Col. A. T. Wilson C.S.l.,, C.M.G,, C.I.E., D.S.0O., Acting Civil Cosmi

sioner in Mesopotamia to the Secretary of State for India, London, S.WBiitish official H.L.

Charge estimates the number of Armenians @aound 14,000 of which three quarters were from

Shadakh (south of Van) and the rest from Salmasd and Urmia. See also Irazeg (Informed person),
ABaaqubayi Hay Pakhesdaganner e, Husqoeyar VANonbe ni an |
Thursday, Cairo, Auril 19, 1919, 12. This newspaper aitle estimates the number of Armenians

at 15.0000 and the Assyrians at 30.000 to 35.000. The newspaper also estimates the number of
Armenian soldiers at 850. See footnote 37 for more details from Husapis British document

that is printed in the Appendix was supplied by Historian Ara Sarafian, Director of the Gomidas

Institute, London.
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ple and us, the soldiers. | found my mother and other family members there. At
daybreak we got news that the Pergri Gorge was already occupied by thexTur

I sh armyé There wer ¢he Sitwation: Oneagnoup insigdg a r d i
on the soldiers continuing the way regardless of the impossibility of passing
through Pergri and rather use the mountainous route. The second opinion was

that of our military leader Levon Shaghoian (AKA Levon Pasha) an@sti
Hampartsoumian, who advocated to change the route and to go to Persia
through Sarra and from there to Yerevan. The second opiniorewvailed?

In her correspondence with me, Seta Ohannesian stresses the fact that
rumor regarding the Pergri Gorge bemunder Ottoman control was baseless. If
the Van Armenians had taken that road they could then pass through to the
plain of Alashgerd and hence to Kars andeMévan:

The final retreat of the people of the province of Vasburagan had started
in the last tendays of March, 1918. It was in the village of Janig that the rumor
regarding the Pergri Gorge being taken over by Turkish forces had perplexed a
population of some 60,000 to 70,000. In reality, however, the gorge was stitf u
der the control of Armenian faces. It was this rumor that sealed the fate of
thousands of deportees who were diverted toward Persian soil and, in the-pr
cess, to finally settle in the Mesopotamiaresert?

That the Pergri Gorge was not taken over by Ottoman forces is also asce
tained by Kegham Vartanian. His accountegarding the confusion is telling, to
say the least:

We finally were able to understand what had happened. As soon as the
Military Command, together with the leaders and the people, marched out of

1 Azizian, Hushabadum 56-57. The name Vosdan, which means orchard in Armenian, denotes
the Armenian suburb of Van, which is als&@nown as Aykesdan. It was named after the rictr-o
chards that surrounded the houses in the district.

2 Seta OhannesianOne issue that has to be addressed is the numbers that Ohannesian gives.
There is a discrepancy as to the number of Armenians in thie@ed deportation; While Ohan-
nesian estimates the number of deportees at 60
about 15,000 to 20,000. Solving the discrepancy meant looking at the records once again. It turns
out that the numbers 15,000 to 20,00@fers to the Armenian deportees, while the bigger number

of 60,000 to 70,000 refers to Armenian and Assyrian deportees combined. According ton©ha
nesian (Levon Shaghoian archive documents), the number ofrfenians from Salmasd and Urmia
who joined the Armenians from Van is around 86A000. However, British sources (see Appe

dix) estimate the total number of refugees (both Armenian and Assyrian, referred to stimes as
Nestorians or Syriacs) at around 40,000. One can conclude, with some mathematicatacy the

total number to be between 40,000 to 60,000.



Janig, they hear loud ailery explosions from around Pergri. They, without
determining what the bombardment was about, retreat in panic and announce

to the people that Pergri is already taken and the Turkish army, which /s now
aavancing against the Armenians in Janig. Tieéore, all military volunteers and
deportees should unite with us [Military Command] so that we start our march
via Sarra, Godol , and then Sal masld I n
ftary Command had already spoken through telephone with our regiment
commander [ n Pergri and had concl uded
was already Taken and that the speaking officer had become a captive of the
Tur ki sh armyé The astonishing reality
from our ship on Lake Van, thesame ship that was supposed to pick us and take
us to Arnis or Banz. In fact, the ship did set anchor at Bé&nhzwithout pic king

up us firsB however, before the sailors disembarked from it, they committed it

to fire. It was the fire that caused artillery rands of many shapes and calibers to
explode, thus creating the illusion that Pergri was taken over. In reality, small

f

groups of Armenians had already crosse

about the rumors surrounding the Pergri Gorge. Had our leadeacted diffe-
ently, the 15,000 to 20,000 Van Anenians could have been relocated to Eastern
Armenia rather than having to endure the ordeal that they did in Persia and the
sands of Mesopaini a'é

It must be noted, however, that the Armenian defenses araliKars was
also to come under heavy Turkish attack in the winter of 1918. However, at the
time [late March to early April 1918] the city and its environs were still under
the protection of Armenian forces. Had the Armenians of Van taken the route
to Kars,they might as well have ended in Yerevan pvince. However, the fate
of Kars was doomed about three weeks later:

€ As it was, news of the order to surrender Kars spread rapidly, creating
havoc and panic among the [Armenian] military and civilian populatio Wit h-
in a few hours thousands of Armenians were fleeing eastward toward Alexa
drapol in the province guberniig) of Erevan. On April 25 the Turkish army
marched into Kars and took possession of its network of forts and great military
stockpiles?

L Vartanian, Azkayin Domar, 80-82.
2 Richard Hovannisian,Armenia on the road to Independencd 21-159.
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The fdl of Kars in itself is an issue that has to be discussed here. Contrary
to the popular historical understanding that Kars was surrendered to the advan
ing Turkish army under the leadership of General Vehip Pasha, the truth of the
matter is completely diferent from this popular comprehension. It so happened
that the Armenian forces withdrew from Sarikamish on April 5 1918, after a 10
day incessant fight. Nevertheless, they continued to fight from their newlg-a
quired combat positions for eleven more dayantil the Armenian deportees
reached Kars.

Kars had now become the meeting point of the Armenian forces retiieg
from Sarikamish, the second Armenian infantry unit, a reserve unit of ther-A
menian Army, an engineering army corp. unit, the artillery uniof the castle,
some Russian and Greek vaiteer brigades, etc.

According to the Russian Army Commander of the Caucasian front,nce
eral Lebendinki, The Armenian and other forces in Kars were capable of defen
ing the city for at | Armg onthe aotrer hemd,rcg-h . 0 T
tured van and then Gharakilise, thus pouring into the valley of Alashgerd. It was
at this juncture, on April 13, 1918, that Lasha Chkenkeli, the Georgian Pdesit
of the Caucasian Republic and residing in Tifils (Thilisi) call Vehip pasha to stop
the military operations. Moreover, and this is the crux of the issue rediaig the
Ahandi ng over 0 Vkehenkel ardeed GeheraleNazarpekian toQull
out from Kars and start the relocation process of the pogtidn.

Nazapekian, who at the time had no means of communicating with the
Armenian National Council (Hay Agayin Khorhurd) and having no perception
regarding the political conditions and the ramifications of such an act for the
future of the Armenian people, heedetb the political command of Chkenkeli
and gave the order for the evacuation of Kars on April 25, 1918. The truth of the
matter was that most of the Armenian fighting units and their commanders as
well as the population were against such a move. They wouddher fight to de-
fend Kars. Such was the opinion of General Deyev and General Vishinskio€ol
nel Morelle, etc. The military Commissar of Kars, Dzamoyan wrote on April 25:

The fighters and the people, who were
more than ready to defend this most formidad
castle for the defense of the Caucasus, was thus
obliged to leave all behind and to witness the
burning of Kars from afat.

1 For more information regarding the Kars affair see Murad Karapety&fgyastani Hairapetutyan
Barake 19181920 T|vakannerunf{The Army of the Republic of Armenia, 1918920), (Yerevan:
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The fall of Kars would later, on May 28, 1918, necessitate a firm Arrram
stance at Sartarabad, Gharakilise and Pash Aparaninagaverwhelming Turk-
ish forces for the sake of preserving a small piece of geography that woed b
come the nexus of the Republic of Armenia of 1911820.

C-A NEW DEPORTATION BESINS

Returning back to the story of the second deportation from Van and its
environs, it seems that the rumor of the Pergri Gorge being controlled by-O
toman forces was swhbwed by the Armenian leadership and people who had
gathered at the village of Janig. It was this Armenian convoy whose fate was to
be intertwined with that of the Armenians of the Salmasd and Urmia districts
in Persia. According to both Azizian and Vartanian, the Armenian soldiers and
people reached Salmasd at the end of March 1918. They had to stay in the area
for two months, during which they had to endure averal battles against the
Ottoman regiments, Kurdish tribes, as well as Persian irregulars who ware i
cessantly follaving themt

The route to Salmasd was not an easy one by any means. The path that
the depatees took brought them first to the village of Kiho, then the district of
Arjag. By walking parallel to the Lake Arjag they arrived at the town of Sarra
on the Persian side of the bder. Once in Sarra, Kosti Hampartsoumian wrote
to the Persian governor of Khoy to permit the deportees to go through Jwdfad
hence to Yerevan. His letter being left unanswered, he leads the deportees t
ward Khoy through the historic Godol Gorge. The deportees spend their night
alongside the Habashan Kurdish village. They then continaa to the village of
Makhinan, where amilitary strategy was developed to defend the population
against the Ottoman forces following in their rear. The first full fledged battle
between the Armenian fighters and the forces of the Kurdish leader Sirdku
took place on the outskirts of Makhinan. May fall from both sides. The leade

Republic of Armenia Academy of S crinadionaegadingt Gi t ut y
the evacuation of Kars in April 1918 was taken f
1 Azizian, Hushabadum64. Vartanian,Azkayin Domar; 86-92.

2 Simku was a problematic Kurdish chieftain for Armenians of Van since the early 1900s. @n O

toman intrigue, he used his forces to battle the Armenian revolutionary bands, which transported

weapons inb Van from Persia (Salmasd). Moreover, during the Iranianr@&titutional Revolution

of 19061911, he, in collusion with Tsarist Russian Officials from the @zasus (Tiflis, Thilisi),

had fought against Armenian revolutionary forces in the Khoy, Salmasddadrmia corridor.

Simku is mentioned in Russian as well as Ottoman and Armenian Revolutionary Federation (Hay
Heghapokhagan Tashnagtsutiun) Archival materiakeecially during the period 19071914.
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ship discussed the possibilities of going to Khoy or to Salmasd, since the former
would bring them closer to their route to Yerevan, while the latter would drive
them further into Persia and towards an unknown fate. It iBnally decided to

go to Salmasd and to abandon going to Khoy altogether, since that would entail
more skirmishes not only with Kurds, but also with advancing Ottoman rieg
ments. The deportees reach Salmasd between April 8 and 10.

Besides, even Salmasdaw not a safe place for the deportees, since the
whole area from Salmasd to Urmia presented the risk of encounters with ¢ur
ish and Persian bandits and even Ottoman regular army regiments. It was at
about this time that General Antranig had advanced throhglulfa with his vd-
unteer regiment in an effort to take over Khoy and to unite with the Vaned
portees. However, himself coming under heavy attack from enemy forces- A
tranig engages them while retreating b
important since it attracted enemy forces towards him, while giving the depo
tees a chance to make it from Salmasd to Urmia with less risks then they
woul déve ot hteredivi se encou

When the Armenians of Van reached Salmasd the area had already been
devastéed. A2 zi anbés account runs parallel to
his short stories regarding the Kurdisthssyrian skirmishes and the plot of the
Kurdish chieftain, Simku3 which resulted in the death of the Assyrian leader
Mar Shimon (AKA Mar Shimun} anda numberof his most trusted aides

The situation in Salmasd was hopeless. The area had transformed during
the past four months. Life had come to a halt there with the desertion of the
Russian army units. The Armenians of the area, feeling insecure, Ieft the
area. TheAssyrians, with their leader, Mar Shimon, were the master of the situ

1 Seta OhannesiarSee footnote 6.

2 |bid.

8 Simku wasone of the Kurdish chieftains who had sided with the Shah and reactioies during
the Iranian Constitutional revolution of 19091911. He was also under the control of the Ru
sians. See Rosdom [Steban ZoriaMgmagan(Letters), (Beirut: Vahe Setian Pulslhing, 1999).

4 Rosdom,Namagani46-4 7 . In a |l etter to the Armenian revol
Commi ttee, dated February 1896, Rosdom wsites r
t om] . Ali kés real name ¢ o u lframBaku [tdbSdmasdl dee[Alikl ai n e d ]
is now a totally devoted member [of the ARF]. H
to inform you about this beforehand because of the difficulty of monunicating with you. We

hope that you have no objection regardn g Al i kés mi ssi onél can say t

mission, which is to agitate Assyrians to rebel, he will see to it that we [the ARF] can have a safe
haven in northwestern Iran, where we can train our fighters from \&uragan, as well as import
afims and ammunition into the Ottoman empireé
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tion. There was also the Kurdish chieftain, Simku, with his band of fighters and

had positioned himself against Mar Shinm
gain the upper hand in the region, had invited Mar Shimon and his lieutenants to

a feast in his town of Koynashahr for the purpose of negoig regarding the

political and military situation of the Salmasd area. Simku kills Mar Shimon and

the Meliks accompanyi g hi m. Mar Shimondés brother,
att ac ke dllage thefortrasssat Gharaand burned it to the ground.

It is interesting that Shahoian, who at the time is eleven years old, me
tions nothing about the devastation and of the aaeand the ordeal of the Arra-
nians in Salmasd. In his boyish memory he described the Mar Shimon debacle
as fdlows:

Before the deportations, when we were still in our village, a certain Kt
ish chieftain named Simku, incited by the Persian Khan, concoctaddevious
plan to kill Mar Shimon, the religious leader of the Assyrian community in Ba
masd, by inviting the elderly clergy to a feast at his Keoshk [palace]. Many tell
Mar Shimon not to attend the feast. However, the daredevil Mar Shimonssu
rounded by agroup of his equally powerful and heroic bodguards [actually
Meliks of other Assyrian tribes confde r at ed wi t h mar Shi mon:c
the chieftaindés invitation. After the |
his carriage, the chieftain fies his pistol at the back of the clergyman and kills
him then and there. S| JlandDand kil theonxdo.dt 71 r €
was a perfé&ct massacreé

At the end of their two months sojourn in Salmasd, the Armenians of
Van and Salmasd take the rdato Urmia. The route is not safe and battlegb
tween the Armenian defenders, under the leadership of Levon Shaghoian and
Kosti Hampartsoumian, and the Ottomans and their cohorts continue unabated.
The caravans finally reach Urmia at the end of May, 1918.

1 Azizian, Hushabadum64-65.

2Shahoian has narrated the whole episode with
ti onséoSeeOne Bdnksi asrh,ort story (10) titled: AThe
MyDonkey. 06 Keoshk is the Abode of a Kurdish tridkb
houses in the village.

3 Azizian, Hushabadum70-71; Vartanian, 9296.
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D-HOW THE HAKKARI ASSYRIANS OF OTTOMAN KURDISTAN
JOINED THE REFUGEEBI URMIA

At this juncture it is prudent to bring another piece of the story so as to
compl ete the historical paradi gmaassoc
tiono: T h ihe case ofuhe dssybians living in Hakkari and how they
were able, against many odds, to join thesgbrtation caravans in Urmia. We

pick the story from the British document cited above:

éDealing first wi t h t he Chri
Hakkari in Turkish Kurdistan. As mentioned
above these were divided into two classes:

(1) Ashirat or Tribal Assyrians.

(2) The Ryat [sic, raya] or subject people.

The tribal Assyrians lived in almost inaccessible fastnesses on the upper
waters of the Great Zab. They were for the mopart simple shepherds, armed
with obsolete weapons and acknowledging no lordship other than their Hatr
arch Mar Shimun [sic, Shimon or Shimun] and their Meliks or chiefs.

The Turks had no dl1rect dealings with them, but when opportunityce
curred used all beir influence to set the Kurdish tribes against them. The Assy
fans on the other hand werelavays ready for reprisals against the Kurds.

Both classes were free from national aspirations and on that accotgit e
caped the Armenian massacres of 1895 and 1886y remembered however
with gratitude what the British Gavernment had accomplished for them at the
time of the Bedr Khan [sic, Bedirkhan] massacres of /1840, and in time of stress
always looked to H.B.M.s Consuls in Van and Mosul foppgart.

In the autumn of 1913 a Russian Emissary toured the Assyrian triba-di
tricts, distributing lavish gifts and promising modern rifles for thecaaeptancy
[sic, acceptance] of Orthodoxy.

So for many years past these Assyrians had cherished the hope that either
the English or Russians would set them free from the oppressions under which
they were suffering, and it was only natural, therefore, that when War broke
out their sympathies would be with the Allies as against the Turks.

Consequently in May, 1915, when the Russiaasivanced fo Julamerk,
they were persuaded to attack the Turks, as a result of overtures and promises
made to them by the Russian @anander.

13



They naturally thought the Russians intended holding Julamerk angpsu
porting them. Instead of this they were told dew days later that the Russians
intended to withdraw. This meant their destruction. Accordingly they asked
the Russian Commander for three in which to collect their people for the eva
uation of their country or that atleast that arms andmamunition be gven them
in sufficient quantity to defend themselves. The requests were refused, thaRu
sian Force withdrew, and the Turks attacked the Assyrians in strength. After six
months of severe fighting, these mountaineers, with their wen and children,
exhaust@, destitute and without ammunition were driven from their homes
into North Western Persia.

The Turks then proceeded to lay waste their country and every viflage
was destroyed. .

Although the Assyrians regarded this act of the Russians as a breach of
goodfaith between Allies, nevertheless they again agreed, after theirival in
Persia, to assist the Russians, who called on them for their services in thamcou
try. Two battalions of these Mountaineers were organized and placed under
Russian Officers, anddecame an integral part of the Russian Army. Laten-a
other battalion was formed which was under the special command of the Assy
/an Patriarch. These battalions were in active rsece under Russian direction
against the Turks and Kurds until the dissolutivof the Russian Army, and du
ing the early part of 1918 formed part of the Irregular force (still oananded
however by Russian Officers) that defended the Plains of Urmieh [Urmia] and
Salmas [Salmasd] and held the Turks in cheek on the frontier.

In fourteen distinct engagements, between March amly, 1918, they
defeated every force that was brought against them, in conjunction with the-A
menians. Eventually attacked simultaneously by Turks, Kurds, and Persians, the
position of the Armenians and Assyrian about Urumieh [sic, Urmia] became
hopeless, and the flight to the British commenced late in Jély.

E-THE MARCH TO HAMADAN

Upon reaching Urmia, The Armenian soldiers are confronted with yet
another dilemma. Agha Petros [AKA Petrus], the leader of Asans in Urmia
had taken hold of Russian military and food supplies when the Russian army
|l eft the area. At first he doesndt wan
Armenians. However, Levon Shaghoian and Kosti Hampartsoumian meet with

1 See Appendix, British document No. 36170. See also map for route the Hakkari Aesyrtook
to reach Urmia.

14



Agha Petros and thessue is settled in a friendly mannérThere was no other
way about it. Armenians and Assyrians were by now convinced that it was only
through their extreme cooperation that it would be possible to defend time
selves against the still advancing Ottoman giments as well as marauding
Kurdish and Persian irregulars. It was at this juncture too that the Ottomars-A
syrians and those from northern Persia, who had gathered in Urmia, alse-e
barked upon the difficult march to Mesopamia 2

It was at the end of Jue 1918 that a British plane landed in Urmia brging
the good news that British forcese-had a
gardless, eight days of fighting ensued between the Armenian arsdyiian forces
on one side and the Ottoman forces ondtother. Urmia was devastated and-A
menian and Assyrian refgees embarked en route to Hamadan, where the British
had promised to take charge of the refugees. The Armenian and Assyrian fighters
concluded a battle of life and death in Urmia while the refugedieaded to Hamm-
dan. This battle was the last that the Ottomans waged. After exhausting their
ranks the Armenian fighters headed to Hamadan to join the ugkes?

It was in Hamadan that the remaining Armenian soldiers, almost 800 in
number, were incorporaed into the British Army. The British instructed A-
menian leaders to see to it that the refugees were transferred to Baaquba in
Mesopotamia, where preparations were being made to accept them in a refugee
camp that was in the final stages of constructiott. was after the Armenians
and Assyrians had evacuated Hamadan that the British bombarded the city,
since rebel forces were gathering there in an effort to attack the British forées.

FSETTLING DOWN IN BAAQUBA
This is how Azizian describes the last legf the arduous journeyFrom

Hamadan we reached the town of Senna where we stayed for one and one half
months in miserable conditions. Then we traveled for 8 days and reached Qasr

L Azizian, 72-73.

2 For further details regarding the ordeal of the Assyrians in Persia and their deportation ang- su
sequent settlement in Baaquba sdé: H. Augtin, T7The Baqubah Refugee Canf@orgias Press,
New Jersey, 2006), (First Editigrondon: Faith Press, 1920H. H. Austin was the British Mii-

tary officer in charge of the Baaquba Refugee Camp(s), where Armenians as well as Assyrians
were sétled. There were actually three separate camps named A, B, and C. Armenians inhabited
Camp A while Assyrians occupied camps B and C. The Camps became operational at the-begi
ning of September 1918.

3 Azizian, Hushabadum73-74; Vartanian, 97102.

41bid., 76-77.
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I Shireen in the vicinity of Keemanshah). We rested there for one day anken
traveled for three days and reached the Baagquba camp, which was built on the
Diyala River (a subsidiary of the Tigris). We kiiers were on one side of the
river, while the people were on the other sidé.

It was while the Armenian soldiers were statited at the opposite bank of
the Diyala River that the British commander of the area forces them to sign
contracts to make their incorporation into the British Army official and perm@a-
nent. Levon Shaghoian and his soldiersfused to be tied up to the ArmyThey
instead preferred to look after the refugees. Thus the Armenian fighters left the
Army and joined the refugees on the other side of the river. Levon Pasle b
comes the leader of the Armenians in the Baaquba and later at the Nahr El
Umar refugee camps.

Reminiscing about these events, Ruben Ter Minassian writes:

Even before the [9th General Congress, in 1919, of Armenian Revolatio
ary Federation, ARF] t he istbo maiagubodyt h e F
attached much importance to this newly liberatedegion [the reference is to
Mesopotamia, or what was later to become lraq] because of the following-re
sons.

A-So that we can preserve the existence and the unity of our militanyrpe
sonnel and our deported people and to be able fo comnaate with them;

B-So that we are able to gather the remnants of our people who weee d
ported to the Arabian Desert;

C-So that we could, through our comrades in Mesopotamia, be informed
about what was transpiring in that area to the south of Amnia and, through
these comrales, to be able to establish ties with the people of these areag-esp
clally the Yezidis?, Assyrians and the Kurds, about whom we were interested.

It was for these reasons that the Armenian Government sent Arsen
Gidur’ there and supplied him with negligibé funds. It was also for the same
reason that the [ARF] Bureau was keeping a correspondence with our comrades
there, especially with Levon Shaghoian. Since our reasons for this were abnsi
ered very important, huge funds were needed to attain our goals. Imas esg-
cially true if we were fo be able to especially rescue the remnants of ouppe

t1bid., 79

2 bid., 79-80.

3 A Kurdish religious sect

4 At the time a member of theARF who later joined the Social Democrat Hnchagyan Party. Gidur is

renowned astheauthoe di t or of a two volume fAHiIistory of the

16



pled especially the women and children who had found refuge with Arab and
Kurdish tribe from being completely lost, since we envisioned bringing those
thousands of dedtite Armenians back to Armenia, and, if that became amy#
possibility, to, at least and for the time being, gather and unite them in some
places until they could be repatriated. We were able to make only very small
contributions to this end. However, thestubbornness and extreme devotion of

our comrades in Mesopotamia were miraculous in this regard. We have to a
tribute the success of these endeavors mainly to the work of Levon [Shaghoian],
was became the central figure and the leader of the military pense! and Ar-
menian deportees from Varand Persia, and heemains there in that capacity
unti |l the time of this writing [1924].
that the deportees and the military personnekeompanying them were able to
endure he perils of several attacks and the long deportation route. It was through
Levondés [Shaghoian] hercul ean work that
deportees in Mesopotamia were able, through sea and land routes, to repatriate to
Armenia. Currently, he [Levon Shaghoian] is leading the remaining 3000 Aem

nian refugees in Nahr Al Uma 1

G-CONCLUSION

Of the 15,000 Armenians from Van only about 12,000 to 13,000 made it
to Baaquba. The rest perished along the 1200 miles long deportation route.
There were also about 7,000 Armenians from Salmasd and Urmia who reached
Baaquba.

At one end of the Armenian encampment (in Camp A) a smaller camp
was constructed to house Armenian women and orphaned girls who were
brought there from all over Asia Minor. Accordig to Azizian:

At one corner of the camp there was a smaller camp for the 1500 women
and orphaned girls who were brought from Mosul. These had beeepdrted
from Constantinople Bursa, Zeytun, Erzerum Bitlis, and Sivas. | had the appo
tunity to meet with some of them and to hear theirhorrifi ng s &for i esé

! Ruben [Der Minassian],Hay Heghapokhagani Me HusheréViemoirs of an Armenian Reval-
tionary), (Tehran: Alik Publications, 1982) vol. 7, 3rd Edition, 17172.

21bid., 83.
3 lbid., 85. The story of how the Armenians and Assyrians were finally settled in Babg camps
under British control is also repoormedgersom, | raze

Husaper fBaaqubayi Hay Pakhesdaganner eoiro(velhve Ar men
No. 5, Thursday, April 10, 1919,-2. As mentioned above, the Husaper article gives the numbers
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This is an interesting bit of news, since in his book Shahoian mentions
that his future wife to be was one such orphan from the Chanakkale peninsula,
which is also known as Gallipl i1é
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as 15,000 Armenians and 30,000 to 35,000 Aimys. Ater explaining how the camps are divided

into subdivisions and the number of tents in each subdivision, Husaper indicates that Vasburagan
(Van) Armenians had a fighting force comerised
nian Bat a |l i o n onBSbaghpianemas the leader of this battalion, who had eleven Armenian

officers from Van under his command), while Salmasd and Urmia Armenians had 800 fighters

who with some Assyrian f-iAgbiyeianf @8améeadl| t ba CADN
totally Assyrian comprising 1100 soldiers. Husaper concluded that even though Armenians had

great hopes for Battalion B in terms of a force that would facilitate their return to Vashgan,

that hope was destroyed when the British dissolved the battalion. TAemenian civil leadership

was undertaken by the Baghdad Armenian Church Prelacy, which had its representation in
Baaquba (later becoming the Armeéan Church Prelacy of Baaguba). American missionaries were

also present and tended to the refugeesd needs.
1 For Armenian deportees from other Areas of Anatolia being settled in Baghdad 8&24

Bax bakanl!l ék OsmMan&é ABRBviI()21 -iJuAk’  1D®E) | i yBOb N
Emniyyet-i  Um%mi yy e e (Cipheredtglegram from the Mingtry of the Interior to

the province of Mosul, regarding that the Armenians sent to the province of Mosul be settled in

areas located to the west of the Baghdad railway lin&;0 A , 8 S. 1333 {428/ Juyne
DOhi | i ye Nez®@r ednm¥miBmyrei Mii:édir ¢ /i yyYreta ve ZE@+r Mutas
phered tekgram from the Ministry of the Interior to the governors of the sanjaks of Urfa and

[Deyr el] Zor, regarding the settlement of the Armenians to be sent, to the south of the Baghdad

railway line).
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Vladimir Poghosyan- Reviews of RussJapanese War in the magazine
"Murch" - The RusseJapanese War of 1904905 is a significant page not only
in the history of Russia, but &o in the life of Caucasian Armenians. It
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crystallized the revolutionary processes inside the country, influenced the
formation of military -political systems in Europe. The Russkapanese War of
19041905, in general, any war situation determines the attile of the society
towards the processes initiated by the state, reveals the possibilities of internal
crises, transformation of the emotional potential of the society. During the
RusseJapanese war, not only were the militarpolitical processes noticeab)
but there was also a prospect of a revolutionary situation in the country. The
Russian society had such a life experience not only during the Rudapanese
war, but also during the First World War, the Afghan war, when the
protracted, often incomprehesible military operations did not have a positive
public response, and this rupture eventually led to the fall of regimes.

The war was accepted ambiguously among the Armenians of the
Caucasus. The Caucasidmmenian press presented the Russidapanese war
from different angles, but the official perception was predominant, especially
the conservativeliberal layers, which perceived the ambitions of the Russian
armies with deep pain. Topics related to the prear political developments, the
course of the Ruso-Japanese war, and military operations were widely covered
in the issues of "Murch" magazine. The magazine not only extensively covers
military -political developments, but also provides a detailed picture of the
military operations from the point of view of the study of certain military
operations of the Russdapanese war.
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EduardZohrabyan Arshaluys TeteyanThe Problem of Iranian Azerbaijan
within the foreign policy of the Soviet authorities (1920.940)- The problem of
"Iranian Azerbaijan" or "South Azerbaijan" occupied a special place in the-ge
political plans d Soviet Russia, and later the Soviet Union. Azerbaijaninco
munists tried to link the political priorities of the Soviet leadeship with the
issue of Iranian Azerbaijan. After the end of the Civil War, the authorities of
Soviet Russia in the early 19205¢€d to take steps to expand their sphere ofi
fluence in neichboring regions, as well as to neutralize the threats to their own
borders. The leadership of Soviet Azerbaijan, represented by Nariman
Narimanov, tried to create the prerequisites for making #aom against Iranian
Azerbaijan. The first secretary of the Central Committee of the CommunistrPa
ty of Azerbaijan, Mir Jafar Baghirov, did not hide openneroachments on the
northern regions of Iran, representing Tehran as an Azerbaijani city. The leader
of Soviet Azerbgan spoke openly about the "reunification” of two parts of one
nation. The leaership of Soviet Azerbaijan provided all possible support to the
Democratic Paty of Azerbaijan and the head of the Democratic Republic of
Azerbaijan, Seyid Jaf Pishevari. However, the withdrawal of Soviet troops
from Iran in the spring of 1946 and the agreements reached later with the
Shah's government show that the question of Iranian Azerbaijan was only a
means for the USSR, not a goal.
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Ashot Galstyan, TheGenre of DocumentaryFiction and Some of its Fe
tures- The roots of Armenian documentary fiction geenturies back. Having
separated from hitoriography, documentary fiction, as an independent genre,
has come a long way of del@pment. Significant changes were registered in
the linguistic-stylistic and visual systems of the genre. Many authors wrote in
this genre: writers, artists, scientists and ordinary people. This genre is a
branch of fiction, but it differs significantly from it. If a writer of fiction is free
to choose characters, that is, he can, if necessary, include heroes in his work,
creating separate images of reality, the author of documentary fiction is not
free in this choice. He has the possibility to depict only portraits of people with
whom he communicated.
Memoirs may also have historical and cultural value. Many excerpts
from the biographies of Armenian writers are taken from the memoir genre.
Certain common epressions were born on the pages of memoirs.
One of the problems of modern cognitive linguistics is the implement
tion of typological concepts. In memoirs and travel notes, thede of concepts
childhood, remembrance, memory, journey, trip, meetinis significant. When
writing memoirs, mental representations of parents emerge, which are a¥ch
types typical of the human psyche and relationships. The latter are memories
that were orce formed, but were later repressed or forgotten.
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omin Malkhasyan, Derenik Demirchian's perception of historical concept, as
an important method of patriotic education During different stages of scisific
activity, Derenik Demirchian consistentlyexploreddifferent periods of Armenian
history, looked through thewhite pages ofit, presented the tragic and heroic
partsand highlighted not only magnificent events of the liberation struggle, but
alsoSpiritual struggles.

Dereni k Demi r cwosks espesiallyntieasa voe |i 8oakof h e
Flowersd and ivardananig, were represented asnportant patriotic eductional
tools for generations and continue to ke the same positioreven nowadays.

"Vardanank" was written during theperiod of The Great Patriotic War,
whent he Ar meni wasiddanggre st i ny

The thing is that Turkey was waiting for the right moment to declare war
on the Soviet Union and was waiting for the result of the Battle of Stalingrad. If
Stalingradhad lost the war, the Turkish divisions would have invaded the Soviet
Union from the Armenian border..So the endingvas not difficult to predict.

"Vardanank" was a challenge to the Armenian soldiemho were fighting
on the front, a shining example of patriotic education which igery up-to-date.
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Ani Hakobyan, Published and archival lullabies in K. Kushnaryan's fol
lore records- The article is a study of the earliest recordings of lullabies,
collected in 192729 by ethnomusicologist Kristafor Kushnaryan. It is well
known that apart from creating fundamental works on history and theory of
various branches of Armenian music, Koushnaryan made a significant
contribution as a folklore collector.As one of the leading musicologists at the
St. Petersburg Conservatory, he lestientific expeditions to Armenia and the
Armenian-populated regions of Georgia, during which he recorded about 550
samples of folk songs and instrumental tunes, some of which, unfortunately,
cannot be transcribed due to poor sound qualityoday the Kushmryan collec-
tion in the Aram Kocharyan Audio Library at the Institute of Arts of the Id-
tional Academy of Sciences of Armenia contains about 300 samples. The third
issue of theArmenian Traditional Musicseries, published in 2008, summarizes
the selection fom this collection - 136 samples of &ditional songs in various
genres and 7 instrumental samples.
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We were aware of the possibility that the archival materials of the cadle
tion might be less attractive from the artistic aspect, since the collection hat
time was already aetection of six printed samples in lullaby genre.

However, we decided to examine the archive as a whole in order & r
plenish the samples of the lullaby genre we were interested in. As a result, four
previously wnpublished samples ere discovered in Kushnaryan's collection.
Some of them are not only equally good, but in some parameters even superior
to previously published saples. And the Surmalu versionoNaze hdés L ul /
discovered as a result, was a true etation.

Hence, in Kusinaryan's collection the genre of lullaby is represented by
ten samples, four of which we have transcribed and put into academic ciecul
tion. The material analyzed in our presentation allows us to conclude that the
recordings made by Kushnaryan reveal thmodality and structure charactes-
tic of traditional lullabies, as well as the features inherent in the subtypes lwit
in the genre.

We are particularly interested in the exploration and analysis of
unpublished materials,to justify that the whole range of Kushnaryan's
activities as a folklore collector is not yet fully represented. These priceless
records are exceptional, both in terms of chronology and because of their
significance, and are therefore subject to mandatory publication. At the
moment we haveat least all the samples of the lullaby genre represented: by
transcribing them, we expect that the besbneswill be published and will
return to the people.
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Gor PetrosyanThe Political Factors and ta Global Consequences of Ran

tions "War" on Russia This paper researches the problem of assessing the i

pact and effectiveness of sanctions in contemporary global politics. In 2022,

the number of sanctions imposed on the Russian Federation (RF) séstaitcal

record. Moreover, the effectiveness of sanctions and their impact on globail-pol

tics have led to keen political and scientific debatels1 the framework of the

article, a number of political variables are analyzed, such as the degree of-inte

national cooperation in implementation of sanctions, participation of inteaa

tional organizations in imposing sanctions, the nature of the political system of

a target state, and the availability of international assistance to counter the

sarctions imposed onthe Russian Federation. The article analyzes thetéas

that limit the effectiveness of sanctions against Russia, as well as steomn,

mid-term and longterm global political consequences of the sanctions. Aator

ingly, the political variables and limitdions of sanctions and their consequences

in the RF were analyzed in either the short, medium and loftgrm perspe-

tives. The methodological basic of this research includes qualitative and gisant

tative methods, but also primary statistical data, which h&lg to conduct con-

prehensive study. At the end of research paper, the possible trends in the global

balance of power were analyzed because of the imposition of sanctions on the

RF. The article concludes that the Russian Federation has enough resources to

counter sanctions in the short and mediuntterm perspectives, but in the long

run the emerging new balance of power will not contribute to the strengthe

ing of Russia's political influence.
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Hovsep Aghadjanyanigain about the paradoxes of the economic theory of

Karl Marx - The presence of padoxes in the economic theory has a thousand

year history, which are originate from Arcient Egypt, Greece, Rome, Chérand

India to nowadays.The article examines the cardinal paradoxes of the Marxian

theory of economics. Firstly, the author presented pa@xes of the labour thery

of value in terms of the hypothesis of equivalence of exchange of goods, thb-pro

lems of productive and unproductive labour, and the contradictioretwveen value

and price of goods. Secondly, he revealed the contradiction of thep&is-value

theory that is considered a cornerstone of the Marxian economics theory. From

this point of view, the author analyzed the problems of commidy labour power,

value and exploitation of it, sources of profit, interest, and rent. Thirdly, helsu

gantiated the groundlessness of the condition of the public total product realiz

tion in terms of productive and unprodutive labour, sources of savings, and a

clear distinction between the first and second subdivisions of thablic produc-

tion. Fourthly, he presented an unconvincing Marxian theory of profit as a tisn

formational form of surplusvalue, theory of price production as a trans

formational form of value of goods and
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